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India’s Learning Poverty
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Recently, World Bank’s Global Director for
Education on his visit to India, declared that
India’s learning poverty has shot up and
discussed concerns over learning losses for
children due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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He talked about the impact of school closures in
India, the need for re-enrolment campaigns, and
reassessment of learning levels as schools
reopen after a gap of two years and calls for
Investment in education technology to
complement classroom teaching.
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What is Learning Poverty?
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The World Bank defines learning poverty as:
“the inability to read and understand a simple
text by age 10.” When a child can’t read, it
further impedes their ability to succeed in
school and beyond.
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According to the World Bank, many children
around the world are not reading proficiently
because they lack the fundamental skills and
textbooks, leading to the learning crisis we
are experiencing today.
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World Bank emphasise a lot on the work
that is needed both globally and in different
countries and to bridge the learning losses
due to the impact of the pandemic on the
education systems all over the world.
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Globally, we were living in a learning crisis even
before the pandemic.

Now, with this gigantic shock we have had of
two years of children out of school there has
been a dramatic effect on their learning and
their well-being.
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Figure 1: Learning poverty rates are high in middle-income countries, and extremely high in
low-income countries for both boys and girls
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Assessment of the Impact of
COVID-19 on Education in India
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According to World Bank’s calculations, it was
found that before pandemic about 53% of

children were not able to read a simple text by
the age of 10, which is already a crisis,

unfortunately with the pandemic this has shot
up to 70%.
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According to ASER survey, in rural
Karnataka the share of grade 3 students
In government schools able to perform

simple subtraction fell from 24% in 2018
to 16% in 2020.

ASER |d&{Ul & 3FIER, TTHI0T

FTcH B TRHR Wal & I 3 F
BTl DI feRIgRT 2018 W 24% W
TRPHY 2020 H 16% B! TS|




If this gap Is not bridged, this
generation will have lower
productivity, lower earnings, lower
well-being in the future and that is
what need to avoided.
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How To Bridge These Learning Gaps
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The first action is to open schools.
Most of the states by now have opened

schools but still there are those who
have only opened partially.
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We need to reach every child to ensure that
all of them re-enrol.

We need very aggressive enrolment

campaigns, at national, State as well as
community levels in order to ensure that kids
are back to school.
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During pandemic, two things have
happened: small private schools have
closed, and parents don’t have resources

to pay.
This has put more pressure on government
schools.
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Surveys have shown that many
students have been forced to
withdraw from private schools and
enrol in government schools because
of decline in household incomes.
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Government and private schools
both will have to increase the
quality of their teaching in order to
cover the needs of these children.
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The World Bank believes there is an
urgent need for society as a whole to
come together and invest in
sustainable solutions to eliminating
learning poverty around the world.
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